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[ Trapp S Ger ermon. 


0 HE; ingenious Mr. T. Ow havi 
A oblig d the learned World wi 
ſo many excellent Treatiſes in 
the Compaſs of the laſt Year, 
| — may be the better excus'd- for 
2 incorrectly. For when a vaſt Num- 
ber of very different Ideas meet together in 
the ſame Perſon, they muſt of Neceſſity juſtle 
and confound one another. The Pact will 
frequently interfere with the Divine, and 
both of them bo oſten fore d to ſubmit to the 
Politician *Tis not therefore very difficult 
to give rational Account, \why Mr. Trapp. 
is generally ſo very grave in his P Poetry, and 
Jet lo Poeflenl in his Sermons Why he writes 
of Paliticks ſo much like a 4 though 
ſo great a Politicium in the Pulpit. Theſe, 1 
ſay, and ſuch like ſmall Faults as theſe, it 
would be very uncharitable to animadvert. 
N in a Perſon. ſo laborious and indefati- 
A 2 „ * 


able, in expoſing both his Perſon and his 

f aracter, purely for the Good of the Pub- 
But tho great. Allowances ovight always to 
be made to Men of extraordinary Worth and + 
Deſerts ; yet, even the greateſt of theſe Quali- 
fications will not attone for Faults of a very 

high Nature. This, I hope, will very eaſil 
be granted me, fince it has been of late 10 
frequently and ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon. If 
therefore Mr. Trapp has Ae and miſ- 
apply'd the Scripture, if he has inverted the 
true Uſe of Preaching, to baſe and finifter 
Deſigns, either of his own, or his Party; if, like 
Une Cap Lab, he hath proben the 
111 ar. Faſt of the Lord, by Making it 
1 ſubſervient to the Deſtruction of 
| the Innocent, and inſtrumental to the Ruin 
not only of private Perſons, but of the true 
| Intereſt both of our Church and Conſtitution; 
Vertues, though nevet ſo conſpicuous, cannot 
' excuſe ſuch notorious Crimes; nor can a Play 
or a Poem be ſufficient to procure, Pardon for 
the Offender. For when Men of tottering 
Principles, and but weak Underſtandings, (who 
know not how to make a Diſtinction betwixt 
Religion and Prieſteraſt) obſerve what ſcan- 
dalous and fallacious Methods are made Uſe 
of by the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to carry 
on their temporal Deſigns; how they pervert 
the moſt ſolemn Offices of Religion, to vile 
and indirect Purpoſes; what little .Regard 
they have in their Preaching, either to the 
Sanfity of the Place, or. even to the Spripy 
5 ture 
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tuted by them (as often as they have Occa- 


ſion) - either to their Malice, or their An. 


bition ; they are apt, by Degrees to be per- 
ſwaded, that theſe Men, though pretended 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, are only Wolves in 
Sheeps Cloathing, that wholly diſbelieve Reli- 
gion, and only practiſe it juſt ſo far as is of 
Service to their ſecular Intereſt: And this 
Conſideration naturally leads Men into Infi- 
delity, when they once begin to think that 
the Clergy themſelves do not believe one Word 
of what they preach to others. When Men 
of wavering unſettl'd Notions, ſcarcely ever 
hear the moſt ſacred Name of God made Uſe 
of in the Pulpit, but to countenance an Un- 
truth, and the Scripturet no oftner quoted, 
than miſapply'd; tis  nots very abſurd to 
imagine, that ſuch as theſes will grow from 
hence more harden'd in their Impietiet, will 
think it very excuſable in their private Con- 


verſation, to burleſque and ridicule the Scrip- 


turs, nor ſcruple to invoke their | Almighty 


Creator, if the moſt minute Circumſtance of a 


Story be but miſtruſted. Without any Eu- 

uiry into the Actions of paſt Ages, or paſſing 
ſevere Cenſures upon former Generations, 
from this one Source and Fountain of Inſide- 
tity, t were eaſy to trace moſt of that Inmora- 
lity and Prophaneneſs, which has been of late 
ſo grievoully complain'd againſt ; and I can- 
not think it inconſiſtent either with Charity 


or Reaſon, to ſay (as Feremiab did. upon the 


like Occaſion) that from the Prophete 2 
W | ale 


ruſalem, 


ures themſelves; but how both are proſt.- 27 


ruſalem, (I mean ſuch Prophets as theſe are) 
. Prophaneneſs is gone out into all the Land. 
Having premis'd this by way of Apology, 1 
Hope I ſhall not be thought to have tranſ- 
pres the Rules of Charity, in my following 
1 on Mr. Trapp's Sermon. . 
lis Text (which, as he himſelf tells. you, 
Pag. 3. he intends, without any formal Diſtri - 
bution of the Matter, to conſider only with a par- 
ticular View to our own pre ſent Circumſtances) 
might as well haye been taken out of any o- 
ther part of the Seript᷑ure, or even of the Al- 
coran it ſelf z for I cannot ſee any farther Rela- 
tion betwixt that and his Diſcourſe thereup- 
on, than that Meſech and Keaar might poſſi- 
bly, according to ſome Interpretations, ſigni- 
fy very wicked Men, and conſequently, Ene- 
mies to Peace; and therefore our Fajt being 
intended for imploring a Bleiling upon the 
Treaty of Peace, Meſech and Kedar were 
pitch'd upon at a Venture,as Perſons very fit to 
be burleſqu'd upon the Occaſion. I ſhall pur- 
poſely make but very few Obſervations on the 
_ ive firſt Pages of 2 Sermon ( which are 
the only ones that are pertinent to the Text) 
| becauſe moſt that is contain'd in 
Vide Poli. them, nay, all that is any ways 


* 


2 f . * tothe Purpoſe, is tranſlated Ver- 
"= batim from a learned Commenta-. 


At the Beginning of the 2d Page, our Au- 
thor indeed has ſomething of his own, where 
he tells you, That the Example of David in this 
Particular, bas been often urg d as an Argu- 

ment 


. 
ment againſt the Doctrine f our Church, and 
of the Goſpel: I preſume he means, that the 
Example of David has been made uſe of as an 
Argument for the Doctrine of Ræſſtance: If it 
has been ever apply'd to that Purpoſe, it was 
certainly only meant of Refiſtance in Caſes of 
Neceſſity, and thoſe are, even by the "W 
beſt High Chureb-Men , excepted , le 
out of the general Rules of Stb- Speech in Dr. 
miſſion. Towards the latter End Jeet 
of the ſame Page, he expreſſes him- 19 
ſelf very pathetieally, and ſeems very much 
concern d to vindicate the Reputation of Da- 
vid; he ſays, That he was a Warrior, but 
notwithſtanding that, he was for Peace ʒ that be 
was a ſucceſsful Warrior, yet he was for Peace ; 
nor did he deſire to have his Succeſſes in War 
made an Argument againſt putting an End to it. 
This, IJ muſt own, is a very pretty jingling 
Sentence, and ſhews his Dexterity at playing 
with Words; but as I do not know any ſuc- 
cesful Warrior in this Ape, that has ſhewn 
himſelf averſe to a Peace, ſo I cannot gueſs 
at the Application. In the 4th Page, he very 
ſagely obſerves, That tho* the Deſcendants of 


they were plain unpoliſh'd Infidels, and did not at 
the ſame time pretend to be Wits, or Philoſophers. 
I muſt confeſs indeed 'tis very well they were 
not, for if they had, they might have done a 
great deal more Miſchief, But what this Ob- 
ſervation ſigniſies, or how it can he any ways 
applicable to the Purpoſe of the Day, Tam not 
able to conjecture. In the next Page, he ſeems 
Sb to 


Kedar were Men of a falſe, or no Religion, yet _ 


13 | 2 
to be very much in doubt, Whether or no the 
Sons f Kedar were apt to pillage their own 
Country, becauſe this (as he ſays) did nat ſo 
certainly appear ; and I proteſt, conſidering of 
what little Moment the Diſcovery of this Mat- 
ter would be, he was very much in the Right, 
not to give himſelf the Trouble of making 
any farther Enquiries after it. 1-7 
| 12 willing to point out theſe few Paſſages, 
as a SpeMmen of the great Vit, and extraordi- 
nary Smartneſs of this Gentleman. Did he al- 
5 ways trifle ouly in this manner, (if in any other 
| Place than the Pulhit) I ſhould think his Per- 
formances excuſable; for tho he would not 
do much Good, yet he would certainly do 
but very little Miſchief. But theſe, L- pre- 
ſume, were intended chiefly to amuſe Mens 
Minds, that ſo they might be open and'un- 
| guarded againſt his more pernicious Defigns. 
Our Aut hor tells us in the Beginning of his 
Sermon, That the eee of David in the 
Text, might be conſider'd either with Regard to 
the Philiſtines, or as they related to Saul, and 
the reſt of his Enemies in that Prince's Court ; 
and that the Words eaſily admitting either, or 
bath of thoſe Interpretations, he would dif 
_ courſe of them ny in the former Senſe, that be- 
ing moſt applicable to the preſent Occafion, But 
in the 6th Page he ſeems wholly to have for- 
got, what he before laid down, and takes his 
Text in the latter Senſe, as a Complaint of 
David againſt his own Country-men, he being 
then ſure he had Reaſon to think, that *twas 
not a Thing irrational, or abſurd in its own 
| Nature 
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(9) © ANT 
Nature. And fo far I muſt own my ſelf of his 
Opinion, that I wonder he durſt not be more 
poſitive in a Matter, in which he might be 
ſure be had Reaſon 70 think, that no Man li- 
ving would contradiet him. is ſtrange, 
that a Man of Mr. Trapp's Parts and Verac - 
ty, cannot remember to keep his Word even 
in a Sermon, for four Pages together : I have 
endeavour'd very much to clear him from this 
Imputation, but as he goes on in the follow- 
ing Paragraph, to diſcant upon his Text in 
the latter Signification of it, ſo lam no Ways 
able to reconcile this with his former Declara- 
tion that I have already mention d, Page 2. 
Amongſt theſe Enemies ts Peace, (that is, 
as he himſelf before explains it, Page 6.) a- 
mongſt his own Country-men,that were Enemies 
to Peace, David had long had his Habitation. 
How long, it is not ſaid ;, moſt certainly not 
twenty Tears; probably not ten Tears; perhaps 
not half that Time. And yet, be thought it 
long; becauſe in thoſe Days, War was fſuppos'd 
to be an Evil, I believe this Author would 
think it a little hard to have this Hint nicely 
ſcann'd, and interpreted in that Meaning, 
which it either muſt have, or elſe it can have 
none at all. For if it aims at any thing, it 
muſt neceffarily refer to thoſe two Wars which 
we have had with France ſince the Revoluti- 
on ; ten Years takes in the preſent, and twen- 
ty Years both of them, And were theſe Wars 
begun and carry'd on upon the Principles 
of Meſech and Kedar 2 Were the late King 
William and her preſent Majeſy, together wal 
ON: 0 
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nm - 44+ Hh 
the two Houſes of Parliament, thoſe Enemies 
to Peace he is complaining againſt? And are the 


French King, with his Friends in England, thoſe 


earneſt Labourers for Peace, reprefented in the 


Perſon of David? What a Handle does he 
pive his Adverſaries the Whig:, to recriminate 
y ſuch invidious Suggeſtions as theſe ? 


When the Enemies of the late Miniſtry endea- 


vour to blacken their Reputations, and render 


them odious to the People, they tell them, 


that in all the Treaties with the Dutch, they 
acted rather like Durch- men, than Engliſh-men, 
I ſhall not take upon me to ſhew the Falſity 
of ſo foul and villanous an Imputation ; but 
{hall only fay at preſent, that were the Charge 
never ſo true, the Tories cannot with a good 

Grace reflect upon the IWhigs as Friends to the 
Dutch, when they have an Anſwer ſo ready 
at Hand, that now even our Pulpits, by the 
High- Church Clergy, are baſely proſtituted to 
the Intereſt of France. The mighty Impor- 
tance of this preſent War, and that Neceſſity 


which was incumbent upon all the Allies, to 


keep up an Union with one another, might 
poſſibly prevail upon the late Mini/try to over- 
look ſome ſmall Detictencies, and rather wink at 
a few Faults in their Friends, than hazard the 


breaking ſoglorious a Confederacy : A Confede- 


racy, on which not only the Safety of all 


Cle in general, but of our own Church and 


Conſtitution in particular, doth depend in fo 
immediate a manner. And ſhall they for this 
be reflected upon as Enemies to Peace, as Men 
of ſeditious and treaſonable Principles, as Rob- 

OS bers 
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3 ( 11 ) . 
bers and Pillagers of their Country? And ſhall 
we endeavour to extenuate the Faults of the F. 
King, clearing him of all the Bloodthathas been 
ſned during the Courſe of this long War, and 
charge it to the Account of thoſe glorious Pa- 
triots, who have always acted upon Reaſons di- 
ametrically oppoſite to what this learned Gen- 
tleman would inſinuate? And this very plain- 
ly appears to be the main Drift and Deſign of 
this Sermon, by crafty Inſinuations, and ma- 
licious Innuends's, to caſt black and odious Co- 
lours on the late Miniſtry, and our Allies; the 
latter of which can't poſſibly have any other 
Tendency, than the overthrowing the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion, and conſequently the bringing 
in of the Pretender. | 
And,now I can't but take Notice, that in 
the Codrſe of our Author's Reaſonings, when- 
ever he comes to any Point where he ought 
to ſpeak roundly and clearly, he ſhelters him- 
ſelf under a perhaps, it may be, I think I may 
truly affirm, as others ſay, one would think, or 
the like; and even, upon the moſt unportapt 


Occaſions, never riſes hipher than a ſurely or an 


undoubtedly. But that the Reader may be the 
better inform'd how inany of theſe fort of Ex- 
preſſions the learned Mr. Trapp has made ule 


of, I have collected them in an Index here- 


unto annex d. Several of our learned Criticks, 

in their Remarks upon Faults in, Style, have 

obſerv'd, that ſuch fſaultering Expreſſiont as 

theſe, are certain Signs, that either the 4 

thor diſtruſts his own Reaſon, or elle, the 

Argument that he is handling. I thall beg 
| B 2 Leave 
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the two Houſes of Parliament, thoſe Enemies 
to Peace he is complaining againſt? And are the 
French King, with his Friends in England, thoſe 
earneſt Labourers for Peace, reprefented in the 
Perſon of David? What a Handle does he 
give his Adverſaries the Whig:z, to recriminate 
by ſuch invidious Suggeſtions as theſe ? 
When the Enemies of the late Miniſtry endea- 

vour to blacken their Reputations, and render 
them odious to the People, they tell them, 
that in all the Treaties with the Dutch, they 
acted rather like Durch- men, than Engliſh-men, 
I ſhall not take upon me to ſhew the Falſity 
of ſo foul and villanous an Imputation ; but 
{ſhall only fay at preſent, that were the Charge 
never ſo true, the Tories cannot with a good 
Grace reflect upon the Whigs as Friends to the: 
Dutch, when they have an Anſwer ſo ready 
at Hand, that now even our Pulpite, by the 
High-Church Clergy, are baſely proſtituted to 
the Intereſt of France, The mighty Impor- 
tance of this preſent War, and that Neceſſity 
which was incumbent upon all the Allies, to 
keep up an Union with one another, mighe 
poſlibly prevail upon the late Mini/try to over- 
look ſome ſmall Detictencies, and rather wink at 
a few Faults in their Friends, than hazard the 
breaking ſoglorious a Confederacy : A Confede- 
racy, on which not only the Safety of all 
| Europe in general, but of our own Church and 
Conſtitution in particular, doth depend in ſo 
immediate a manner. And ſhall they for this 
be reflected upon as Enemies to Peace, as Men 
of ſeditious and treaſonable Principles, as 1 
. ers 


HS 1 
bers and Pillagers of their Country? And ſhall 
we endeavour to extenuate the Faults of the F. 
King, clearing him of all the Bloodthar has been 
ſhed during the Courſe of this long War, and 
charge it tothe Account of thoſe glorious Pa- 
triots, who have always ated upon Reaſons di- 
ametrically oppoſite to what this learned Gen- 
tleman would inſinuate? And this very plain- 
ly appears to be the main Drift and Deſign of 
this Sermon, by crafty Inſinuations, and ma- 
licious Innuendo s, to caſt black and odious Co- 
lours on the late Miniſtry, and our Allies; the 
latter of which can't poſſibly have any other 
Tendency, than the overthrowing the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion, and conſequently the bringing 
in of the Pretender. | 

And,now I can't but take Notice, that in 
the Cod rſe of our Author's Reaſonings, when- 
ever he comes to any Point where he ought 
to ſpeak roundly and clearly, he ſhelters him- 
ſelf under a perhaps, it may be, I think I may 
truly affirm, as others ſay, one would think, or 
the like; and even, upon the moſt unportapt 
Occaſions, never riſes hipher than a ſurelyor an 
undoubtedly. But that the Reader may be the 
better inform'd how many of theſe fort of Ex- 
preſſions the learned Mr. Trapp has made ule 
of, I have collected them in an Index here- 
unto annex d. Several of our learned Criticks, 
in their Remarks upon Fault in Style, have 
obſerv'd, that ſuch ſaultering Expreſſiont as 
theſe, are certain Signs, that either the 4»- 
thor diſtruſts his own Reaſon, or elle, the 


Argument that he is handling. I fhall beg 
"MR B 2 Leave 
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Accordingly, after 


. n 
Leave to mention one Place of Biſhop Sander. 
ſon, which T think not altogether 
ten 4 Fa foreign to this Purpoſe. In his 


nenti A Book de Juramenti Obligatione, 
225 mow ſpeaking of the Argument of one 


?* Baldwimw, he hath theſe follow- 
ing Words; Dicit Baldwinus ſecunds, tale Fu- 
ramentum videri habere ſpeciem quandam collu- 
fionis cum latronibus. Quod eſt ab eo ita timide 
pronunciatum, ut non debeat putari multum fi- 
ducie poſuiſſe in hoc Arguments ;( ſpeciem colluſi- 
onis ) (ſpeciem quandem ) (& videtur habere ) 
quod five verum, five non, Quis interim proba- 
verit, non licere homini viatori, ſi inciderit in 
latrones, in aperto vite periculs, aliquid facere, 
quod videtur habere, cum eis ſpeciem quandam 
colluſionis? 
- Our Author, as he tells us, Pag. 7.3 comes 
cloſer to the Occaſion of the preſent Solemmity : 
In order thereto, he entirely drops his Text, 
and we are .neveyy to hear any more of it, 
thro' the remaining Part of his Sermon. He 
is reſolv'd to be kept within no Bounds, but 
tay have free Liberty to range as lie pleaſes, 
hs uſual Manner of Ex- 
preſhon, he thinks he may truly affirm, that 
the preſent War with France, for the Effuſion 
bot h of Blood and Trea 55 can ſcarce, per- 
haps not at all, be parallelld in any Age, from 
the Beginning of Hiſtory, to this Day. Had 
our Aut har but given himſelf the Trouble to 
look into the Greek and Fewiſb Hiſtorians, 
nay, even into the Bible it ſelf, he would have 
been cafily convinc'd of his Errors. In the 


Victory 
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Victory obtain d by the Grecians over Terxes, 
there were more kill'd on the Side of the Per- 
ſions, than on the Part of the Allies, during 
this whole War. Whoever will examine 
into the Hiſtory of Alexander, and compute 
the Efuſion both of Blood and Treaſure, which 
it coſt Darius in his War with him; will not 
think it impoſſible, that our Calamities ſhould 
be parallell'd in the Annals of former Ages. 
In the Wars of the Romans with | 
the Jeu, as related by their own Fd; -; Joſeph 
Country-Man Fee, from the 1, 34, 5,6. 
firſt coming of Veſpaſian againſt WR 
them, to the final Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
periſh'd above a Million of Souls; and fix 
hundred thouſand of them, as appears from 
the ſamg Author, in leſs. than the py, Foſ.de 
Compaſs of one Tear. And then Bell. ud. L 6. 
that vaſt Bulk of Treaſure, that. 
was repoſited in the City of Feruſalem, which 
was entirely conſum'd in that Var, and came 
into the Hands either of the Romans or 0- 
thers, may very juſtly be ſuppos'd to amount 
to a much greater Sum than has been ſpent 
both by us and our Allies, in theſe twenty 
Years laſt paſt. In the War betwixt the Ben- 
jamites, and the reſt of the Children of Iſrael, 
which yet laſted but a few Days, „ 
were ſlain above fixty and five „ 2 


thouſand, beſides Women and Chil- "WM 


' dren, And, as we read in another part of 


the Bible, there fell of the Aſpri- . 

ans, in one Night, one hundred * Vie Kings 
fourſcore and five thouſand. A2 
15 . 


(14) a 
If we conſider the great Riches of the ems, 
before the Time of the Babyloniſh 
2 King. Captivity, and how all that im- 
2 menſe Treaſure fell into the 
Hands of their Enemies ; how they that hated 
them, became Lords ober them; and how all 
their Princes and mighty Men of Valour, yea, 
all that were ſtrong and apt for War, were 
carry d away captive into Babylon; we hall 
have Reaſon to hope, that our Poſterity will 
not think our Mzisforrunes ſo extraordinary, 
as to ſtand amaz'd and aftoniſh'd at them, 
And I cannot but think, that our learned An- 
eeſtors (who, as appears plainly from their 
Writings, not only read and underſtood the 
Scriptures, but had Time likes iſe for the Per- 
uſal of other Authors) muſt at leaſt have ſume- 
thing like a Notion of the Preſſures and Hard- 
{hips that w2 are now under. *T were tedious 
to recount the many particular Inſtances that 
are to be met with in ancient as well as-mo- 
dern Hiſtorians, of Miſeries that far ſurpaſs 
any that have been felt in this preſent Age. 
The Subverſion of the Roman Empire by the 
Got hs and Vandals; and thoſe ſeveral bor- 
rible Maſſacres that have been in theſe latter 
Times committed by the Papiſts, upon thoſe 
of the Proteſtant Religion, are very flagrant 
| Proofs of this Matter; and if we look into 
the Hiſtories of any one Nation, we ſhall find, 
in the Compaſs of a very few Years, Calami- 
| ries that not only are equal, but very much 
ſuperior to our own. Beſides, the Blood 
and Treaſure which were ſpent in moſt of oy 
- 
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Inſtances I have mention'd, were either ſacri- 
fic'd to the Ambition of ſome arbitrary Prince, 
or elſe thrown away to ſo little Purpoſe, that 
thoſe unhappy Nations, together with their 
Blood and Treaſure, loft both their Country 
and their Liberties. But our Caſe is far diffe- 
rent; as our War was at firſt begun upon the 
juſteſt and nobleſt Motives, for the De- 
fence both of our ſelves, and our Friends, from 
the Tyranny of the Common Oppreſſor; ſo it 
has hitherto been (God be thank'd) ſo ſucceſ- 
fully carry'd on, that in Iieu of our Blogdand 
Treaſure, (to uſe the Expreſſion of our Author 
himſelf ) 7we haue now à very fair Proſpett of 
coming to a Concluſton of our Diſputes ;, fo that 
unleſs we throw up the Cards, when we have 
the Game in our own Hands, we ſhall, together 
with ſomeof our Taxes, entail our Rights and 
Liberties on our Poſterity, Were 1t not the. 
plain Driſt of our Author only to delude the 
Vulgar, by impoſing on them falſe Colours 
and Miſrepreſentations, one would wonder, he 
ſhould have ſo little Regard for Truth: But 
ſuch Men as he muſt either find Fa&s that will 
ſerve their Purpoſes, orelſe make ſuch as will ; 
if an Argument is not for their Turn, they muſt 
induſtriouſly wreſt and pervert it: Whether 
what they ſay, is true or falſe, is of but little 
Weight with theſe Party-Haranguers; whoſe 
Sermons are intended for no other End, but 
to raiſe the Reputation of one ſet of Men, and 
to villify and aſperſe that of another. 

In the next place he tells us, Page 8, That 
many of us do not feel, but make theſe Preſſures , 

| an 
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and that therefore tir no Wonder they are not fo 
zealous for having them reniov'd. In the moſt u- 
niverſal, and mo#t dreadful Calamities, ſome few 
Per ſons always are, and mutt beGainers : 'Tis ſo 
in a Fire, ina Famine, and in a Peflilence, at well 
21 in 4 War. This | dare ſay (to do our Author 
Juſtice) was not intended to ſtand for nothing; 
but hike an Arrw ſhot at a venture, 1 
poſſibly have done ſome Miſchief, though I 

/ 


think it has hit no Body. For it cannot an 
ways affect the preſent Mini#ry, (who yet are 
now the only Gamers by the War) becauſe 
they are ſo defirous of a Peace; nor can it 
touch the D. of M------h and the late Miniſtry, 
becauſe they being now turn'd out of all their 
Places, cannot be Gainers by the Continuance 
of the War; ſo that if they ſhew. themſelves 
averſe to a bad Peace, they muſt be ſuppos'd 
to act upon public Matives, and not on any 
private Intereſt of their own. Er 

He complains, Page 8, That he muſt be put 
upon the Taſk 7 rowing that War is unde ſira- 
ble. F profeſs I know of no Neceſlity that he 
was under, aud believe he muſt be forc'd to 
thank himſelf, for the Pains he has taken about 
it. One ought indeed in Charity to. think he 
was compell'd to it, ſince he argues ſo much 
like one that waspreſs'd into the Service. For 
inſtead of producing any doughty Arguments, 
he endeavours to maintain his A ertion only 
by drawing a Parallel betwixt two Things, as 
different in their own Nature, as poſſible. 
Thoſe Perſons (ſays he) who force us to it, 
were not long ſince exhorting us to Peace among 

our 
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our ſelves, and proving (what no Body deny d) 
that it was an exceeding good Thing, And is 
not Peace betwixt Nation and Nation, a very 
great Bleſſing, as well as Peace between People 
of the fame Nation? I hall readily grant 
him, what (he ſays) no. Body ever deny d, that 
Peace is an exceeding good Thing ; nay , farther, 
that P-ace between People of the ſame Nation, 
as they ought to have but one common Intereſt, 
is always to be eſteem d 2 very great Bleſſin 
and that therefore theſe Perſons are very muc 
to be blam'd, who endeavour to diſturb that 
Peace. But as different Nations may have 
different Intereſts, ſo it may oftentimes be 
the Duty of one Nation to defend it felf a- 
gainſt the Inroads and Aſſaults of another; 
and in that Caſe, War, tho! in it ſelf an Evil, 
may yet become a neceſſary one, and ſo upon 
the account of its Confequences, a defirable 
one. Family Quarrels are always very odious z 
but does it follow from thence, that a Man 
may not juſtly defend himſelf againſt ſuch as 
would break open his Houſe ? We are told 
more than once in the Seriptures, That a 
Houſe, or a Nation, divided againſt it ſelf, 
cannot ſtand, but will be brought to Deſolation 3 
but is a Houſe, or a Nation, forbid to defend 
themfelves againſt the Inſults of a common 
Enemy 2 No, the very Contrary hereof is 
plainly evident from theſe Words; and the 
Reaſon why a Houſe or a Nation divided a- 
gainſt it ſelf, cannot fand, is, becauſe by that 
Means they will render themſelves defence- 
leſs, and fo become a Prey to their Enemies, 
| 2 whom 
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whom they otherwiſe would be able to reſiſt. 
Ephraim ſbould not envy Judah, nor muſt Ju- 
dah vex Ephraim; ought they not therefore 


to join unanimouſly againft their common Ene- 


mes the Philiſtines? I think this Piece of So- 


phiſtry too groſs, to impoſe even upon the 


meaneſt Capacity, However, he has ſhewn 
his good Will to deceive. 

| He tells you towards the latter 

le 8. End of the ſame Page, That be 
Furpoſely omits all Conſiderations which are of 
a political Nature, as not being proper for the 
Place ; but how far he has kept his Word in 
this Point, I ſubmit to the Fudgment of every 
impartial Perſon. 

In his gth, 1oth, and part of the 11th 
Page, he diſcants very largely upon the Miſe- 
ries of War, and inveighs very much againſt the 
Chriſtians, Fas not only having Wars, but more 
ſharp, cruel, and bloody Wars, than any other 
People upon the Face of the Earth : And then, 
in a very lamentable Style, he ſets forth the 
deplorable Condition of thoſe wretched un- 
fortunate Souls, that are plung'd Head-long 


into Hell, without any previous Conſideration, 


This is the Subſtance of thoſe three Pages, to 
which I ſhall only anſwer in the 


: Vide Wi Words of a late ingenious Author. 


Faults on one 


Lide, Page qi. What ts all this to the Purpoſe? Ga 
hy, 'twas never intended to be 


ts the Purpoſe : This is what we 1 call 
Cant ʒ that is, a ſet of very godly 
nifying nothing to the Matter in Hand, and 
defied not to inform, but only to puzzle ana 
Pg.” con- 


ords, ſig- 
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ron/ound, And the whole Paſſage, if examin'd, will appear 
to ſpon no Meaning at all is: 115 quotes indeed in 
thoſe Paſſages, two Verſes out of the Scripture, but both 
thoſe he makes Uſe of in a Senſe perſedly different from 
what they are intended to ſignify. This he ſeems to 
acknowledge, in the laſt of thoſe two Quotations, 
where, as he fays himſelf, he has apply'd the Words of 
Solomon in a literal Senſe, whereas Soloman made uſe of 
them only in-a Metaphorical one. 

Towards the latter End of the 11th Page, he inveighs 
very bitterly againit War, as the great Fomenter of Vice 
and Wickedneſs; and tells us, that Camps were never yet ſup- 
pos d to be the Nurſeries of Religion er Morality : I hat 
For preſent War has had ary ſuch Conſequences, 1 can- 
e not be ſo uncharitable to believe, ſince our Armies have 
n hicherto been kept under ſo good Diſcipline, by the 
| Prudence and Conduct of our late excellent General ; . 
Y Wl and ſince God hath been pleas'd in fo ſignal a Manner 
to bleſs our Arms with Snccels. And if this be not 
true in our Caſe, the Obſervation certainly in general, 
is directly contrary to the Opinion of the beſt Hiſtori- 
ans; who frequently exclaim againſt Peace, as render- 
ing Mens Minds ſluggiſh and unactive, and conſe- 
quently the more hable to be corrupted. . They tell us, 
that the Miſeries and Hardſhips of War, teach Men to 
conquer and ſubdue their Paſſions, whilſt Peace and 
Plenty, naturally lead Men to Luxury, and are ſo far 
from improving and cnnobling their Minds, that they 
generally make them more baſe and effeminate, The 
moſt Warlike Reigns in England, have been obſerv'd to 
have been the moſt temperate ; whereas, when we have 
enjoy'd a long uninterrupted State of perfect Peace and 
Tranquility, we have been always molt addicted to Vice 
and Debauchery. And yet, our Author tells us, (Page 12.) 
that we are in a good Meaſure indebted to the preſent Mar, for 
hat overflowing of Unoodlineſs, that Debauchery, that Pro- 
ſauene ſe, nay, that Infidelity, in à Word, that general Corrup- 
tion, both in Principles and Practice, which now looks with ſo 
rig ktful an Aſpett upon u. Moſt Men are willing to 
throw the Blame from themſelves ; otherwiſe, Mr. 
Trapp, without croſſing the Seas, might have found our 
4 much more probable Cauſe of our Debauchery, Pro- 
phaneneſs, and Infidelity, | 


7 ſpea not this to condemn, 0r eden - cenſure all the 
E 2 Clergy 
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Cer mi ſcuouſiy, there being moſf certainly Perſons. 4. 
3 0 — Vertue ay Piety ; and thoſe = are 
| fo, are f all Men, the truly honourable and praiſe worthy, 

(Jr.) In the next Place, he complains, of ſeveral very 
Ferrible Grruftions, which during the Courſe of the preſent 
Mur, have ſo llinded themſelves with our Affairs, that it is 
extreamly difficult to diſintangle them. Theſe, (he ſays) as 
Hey cannot be equal d Ly any Ae already paſs d, ſo will they 
undoubtedly be the Amazement of all Ages to come. I can- 
not think it neceſſary to anſwer any ſuch general Re- 
flections, and therefore have made no Enquiry ooncer- 
ning them; but for my own Part, as I am wholly un- 
acquainted with the Tranſactions of the preſent Miniſtry; 
fo \ am altogether ignorant of any ſuch Corrupt ions, that 
will undoubtedly be the Amazement of all Ages to come. 

(Page 13.) Our Author, after this, proceeds in a very 
learned Manner, to prove (what nv Body ever yet de- 
ny d) that Robbing the Publick, is a Sin. He ſays, in- 
deed, that there are ſome who look upon it to be no Crime 
becauſe it is of a publick Nature, and ſeems to be join'd nith 
Politicks. But 1 cannot have ſo mean an Opinion of 
the reſt of my Fellom- Creatures, as to think that any one 
of them could ever advance ſo abſurd and ridiculous an 
Aſſertion. 1 
In the ſame Page he inveighs very much againſt 
thoſe Men who pretend they are as ſenſible of the Miſery 
of the War, as we can be, and altogether as deſirous of 4 
Peace now at this Time, ided we could obtain 4 good one. 

Provided we could? We Bull unduabtedly have 4 good one, if 
we have any at all; and how come they to think we ſhall not! 
How come they to think ſo? And how dare they ſay ſo? This 
indeed is talking after a very e Mihace 5 but 
I ſhall beg Leave to be under ſome Apprehenſions ſtill, 
unleſs he had. either ſhown me, that the French Ring 
has forgot his Wiles, and laid aſide his fo long practis d 
Arts of degeiving ; or elſe, that we have now ſuch excel- 
lent Trick/ers among our ſelves, as will be. able to be 

an Over-Match for him at his own Weapons, I cannot, 

I muſt confeſs, ſuſpect, that the beff and moſt religions « 
Queens, wil! ever knowingly conſent to ſuch a Peace, as ſhall 
be unſafe er diſhmoxrable, either to Lerſelf or her Epe 
nor can 1 think, that her moſt faithful and wiſe Miniſtry wil 
ever adviſe her to it But is. it impoſſible for us to be 0 
ver-xeach'd in the Way of Bargain? And do we yy 
| egi 
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begin to pretend to 1nfallibiliry ? Our Governors appear 
certainly to have been of another Opinion, when they 
appointe.l or late ſolemn Fat, for implering the Bleſſing 
>; A mighty God upon the Treaty of Peace now in Neg ctia- 
tions For had we been #ndoubted!y certain that ne ſhou'd 
have had 4 good Peace, what Occa ſion then had there 
been for ſuch a Faſt ? To implore Ai Grd for what 
we are already ſure of, is to turn the Fat into Burleſque, 
which would be the highelt Inpiety towards God, and 
the greateſs Diſreſpett and Diſloyalty to our Sovereign; 
tho' I mult own, that the taking it only in this Senſe, 
is molt ſuitable to our Author's Behaviour. 

I ſhall recommend that following Piece of Ad- 
vice, which he himſelf gives to others, to his own ſe- 
rious Confideration, not to meddle in Matters which he 
knows little or nothing of, and wkich he has nothing at all 
to do with, (Pag. 14.) | 

(lbid.) He tells us, that ſome People would needs gain 
a Point, which (as others jay) is ouly attended with theſe 
three ſmall Inconveniencies, 1. That it ts not the End which 
was aim d at and propos d, when we enter d into this War, 2. 
That it is impaſſable to be ol tain d. And 3. That it were 
oltain d, it would do us more Hurt than Good, He ought 
certainly to have told us what this Point was, other- 
wiſe it will not be poſſible to give him any direct An- 
(wer. But if he means the taking away Spain from the 
Duke of Anjcu, how often hath her Majeſy declar'd in 
her Speeches, and. both Honſes of Parliament in their Ad- 
dreſſes, that this was the. principal Reaſon of their enter- 
ing into the War at firſt, and that they did not doubt, 
but thro Ged's Aſſiſtance, to obtain that great End ? 
And I (hall always pay that Deference to their Wiſdom 
and Fuſtice, as to believe that they would not have ſpent 
ſo much Time and Moncy, in order to gaiz 4 goed Peace, 
which, if oltain d, nud have done #us more Hurt than Good. 
But our Au bor ſcems to tollow the Steps 
of a late ingentous Writer, who ſpends Vide Condu# 
near two Pages in ſttewing of what little of zhe Allies, 
Conſequence it is to be vittorious and ſuc- pag. 45, 46, 
. im a War, in as much as the Party 6:5 Kalt. 
vanquiſh'd. has always the better of the | 
Conqueror; and that there;orc our beſt Way. o reduce the 
Enemy to good Terms, is to ſuffer our ſelves to be beaten 
by him. | 10 
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| He proceeds to complain againſt the fame Men for 


going upon theſe two Suppoſitions. 1. That in the Con- 


tinnance of the War, we are infallibly ſure of Succeſs : That 
their twenty prerarious Suppoſitions about what may happen, 
(when there are:very great Odds on the other Side): as that 
two or three Princes may happen to die, others to be born, and 
&thers not tobe born; and ſuch and ſach Calitions may happen 
to be made, and the lite, ung ht to weigh againſt the certein Mi- 
feries of Mar. I fear he is quarrelling with his Friends; 
for I know of none but thoſe of his own Party, that 
pretend to be infallibly certain of any future Event. 
That ſone Princes may happen to be born, and others not to be 
born, appears to me to be downright Nonſenſe ; and 
therefore, I preſume, that thoſe two Sppoptions were 
purely his own; but I cannot think that other {ſo 
precartous a one, T/:at - two or three Princes may happen 10 
die, eſpecially now, ſince one of thoſe two or three Prin- 

ces has happen'd to die already. | 
IL had long been in Expectation, that he would have 
attempted at leaſt to have produc'd ſome knotty Ar- 
guments, to ſupport his Chimera's in Politicks; when, to 
my great Surprize, hie tells us, (Pag. 15.) that he has ſet 
afide all Arguings of this Nature, becauſe it is not proper in 
this Place, nor indeed jo private and inferior Subjects in any 
Place. So that 1 find he thinks it very proper and rea- 
fonable for private and inferior Subjecls, to give their Opi- 
nions in the molt publick and folemn Manner, about 
Things of the greateſt Conſequence, and which they 
may be the leaſt ſuppoſed to underſtand; but they may 
not, it ſeems, without Oftence, give any Arguments for 
fuch their Opinions. | . TT 
| To conclude this excellent Diſcourſe, after the ſame 
Manner that he has all along earry'd it on, he puts up a 
Sort of a Mech- Petition to God; and, at the ſame Time, 
offers him the higheſt Afront that is poſſible, by wrelt- 
ing a Text of Scripture to a quite different Senſe (as he 
himſelf owns) from that of the holy Pen-Man. And 
thus our Poetical Divine goes off the Stage, as he came on, 
perverting the moſt Sacred Mord of God, to promote the 
little Deſigns of a Party. | | * 
And now, I fear, I have already ſaid enough, to 
brand me, ii the Opinion of ſome Men, with the: oppre- 
biors Character of an Unbeliever ; of one, that ſets at 
nought the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, and — = 
| ; „ 
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ſpiſes the urch of God. But though no Man would 
more induſtriouſly endeavour to avoid, or be more ſen- 
ſibly affected with the Calanmy of fo ſevere and uncha- 
ritable an '7pmation ; yet, were I ſure to ſuſſer even in 
ſo tender a Point, I ſhould nevertheleſs think my ſelf 
wholly 1nexcuſable, ſhould any Apprehenſions whatſo- 
ever, deter me from appearing in Defence of the Trah. 
Be my Succeſs therefore what it will, I ſhall reſt entirely 


ſatisfy d in my own Mind, in having done nothing but 


my Duty. However, I cannot conclude, without pro- 
feſſing my ſelf to have the greateſt Veneration imaginable 
for the Reverend the Clergy of the Church of England; 
and I am very much concern'd, when J ſee any of that 
Order, doing a Thing unbecoming of their Function. 1 
ſhould be heartily glad, for the Sake of themſelves, and 
of thoſe committed to their arge, if their Practices were 
always agreeable to their Profeſſions: J envy them new 
ther their Power, nor their Preferments; but could wiſh 
any Method were contriv'd, ſo to improve both their 
Lives, and their 3 that neither their Poverty not 
their Vices might render them contemptible. And now, 
tho Mr. Trapp hath been ſo notonoutly guilty of wreſt- 
ing and miſapplying the Scriptures ; yet, to ſhew how 
caltly I can forgive a Clergy-man, and that I am fill in 
Charity with him, I will give him this ſmall Piece of 
Advice, not to ſport away any more of his- Firebrands 
yet, but to read at leaſt a Month or two before he writes 
again; and when he next puts Pen to Paper, not to er- 
erciſe himſelf in great Matters, nor to meddle with Things 
that are tos high for him. I ſhall conclude with Part of 
the 23d Chapter of the Prophecy of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
which I think very applicable to our preſent (ircumſtan- 
cer, Thus ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts, Hearken not unto 
the Words of the Prophets, that prepheſy unto you; they male 
104 vain ; they Jpeak 4 Viſion out of their own Heart, and not 
our of the Mouth of the Lord, They ſay unto them that de- 
ſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid, ye ſhall have Peace; and they 
ſay unto every one that walketh aſter the e of. his 
wn Heart, no Evil ſhall come upon you. I have not ſent 
theſe Prophets, yet they ran: I have not ſpoken to them, yet 
they propheſy'd. But if they had ſtood in my Counſel, and 
had cauſed uny People to hear my Words, then they ſhould 
have turn d them from their evil Way, and from the Evil ot 
their Doings, I kave heard phat the Propher; ſaid, that 
e  .*  propeey 
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propheſy Lies in an Name, ſaying, I have dreaw'd, I 
Tele How long fhall this 2 the Heart of the = 
phets that propheſy Lies? Yea, they are Prophets of the De- 
reit of theis oxn Heart, which think to cauſe ny People to 
forget my Name, by their Dreams which they tell every Man 
to his Neighbour, as. their Fathers fade forgotten my Name 
for Baal. The Prophet that hath 4 Dream, let him tell 4 
Dream; and he that hath- my Ward, let him ſpeak my Word 
faithfully e What is the Chaſf to the Wheat, ſaith the Lord. 
T hereforegbehold, I am againſt the Prophets? ſaith the Lord, 
that ſteal my Word every one from- bis Ni. ighbour. Behold, 1 
am againſt the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, that uſe their 
Tongues, and ſay he ſaith. Behold, I am againſt them that 
* falſe Dreams, faith the Lord, and do tell them, and 
cauſe my People to err by their Lies, and by their Lig htneſs ; 
yet I ſent them not, nor commanded them; therefore they ſhall 
not profit this People at all, -Jaith the Lord. | 

Here follows, as I think I may venture to ſay, 

An Index of ſome very pretty Phraſes, which, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, are but little, or perhaps not at all to the 
Purpiſe ; and which, 4s others 7 my if nicely interwoven 
in Senterces, will, it may be, oftentimes, if not always, ren- 
der them almoſt wholly inſignificant. 

Moſt probable, p. 2. J. 18. | 

Perhaps, p.3. I. 29. p. 4. I. 18. p.6.1. 21. p. 13. l. 3. 

Does not indeed to certainly appear, p. 5. I. 9. 

Might be, and very probably were, p. 6. I. 14. 

Probably, p. 6. I. 20. p. 15. I. 2. 

I am ſure we have Reaſon to think, p. 6. l. 15. 

I think we may truly affirm, p. 7. l. 8. 

Can ſcarce, p. 7. J. 9. 1 

Perhaps not at all, Ib. 

One would think, p. 7. J. 13. and l. 22. 

Perhaps ſhall not very much longer, p. 7. l. 21. 
But ſurely it is altogether, Cc. p. 10. l. 16. 

Scarce worth regarding, Cc. p. 10. I. 20. 

Perhaps I might fay, Cc. p. 10. I. 27. 

But in all Probability, Cc. p. 11. 1. 23. 

We may ſay, p. 12. l. T7. * 

It ſeems pretty evident, p. 12. l. 3. 

Almoſt neceſſarily, Cc. p. 12. I. 20. 

In a good Meaſure, p. 12. l. 4. 

_ Undoubtedly, p. 1 2. I. 27. p. 13. I. 20. 

As others ſay, p. 14. I. 10. 
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